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most interesting in man's busy chase after
happiness and wisdom,

What is wisdom'? That sovereign word, as
has often been pointed out, is used for two
different things. It may stand for knowledge,
learning, science, systematic reasoning; or it
may mean, as Coleridge has defined it, common
sense in an uncommon degree; that is to say,
the unsystematic truths that come to shrewd,
penetrating, and observant minds, from their
own experience of life and their daily commerce
with the world, and that is called the wisdom of
life, or the wisdom of the world, or the wisdom
of time and the ages. The Greeks had two
words for these two kinds of wisdom: one for
the wise who scaled the heights of thought and
knowledge; another for those who, without
logical method, technical phraseology, or any of
the parade of the Schools, whether " Academics
old and new, Cynic, Peripatetic, the sect Epi-
curean, or Stoic severe/7 held up the mirror to
human nature, and took good counsel as to the
ordering of character and of life.

Mill, in his little fragment on Aphorisms, has
said that in the first kind of wisdom every age